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pa3pylieHusda, dMa, HallOTHEHHasA KPOBBIO M IIOTPOXaMM, YTO HUKOI'Ia HE OOJIXKHa Onlna CyIleCTBOBATE. Boub

9KCKPEMEHTOB U MEIHLIY 3allax CBEPHYBILENCS KPOBY 3aIlOJHIIN KaXk/bli B3LO0X.
U Bcé xe...

HecmoTpst Ha TO, 4TO MecTo, OBIBIIEE HEKOTr[ga IpPeKpacCHHIM JYyTroM, Temeph CTajI0 MeCTOM IIOCIeIHEero
OTHOXHOBEHHUS 0eCYMCIEHHHX COTEH, IPONUTAHHEIM XM3HbIO, BHITEKIIEH M3 UX TeN, HeHb o0elan cTaTh
IIpeKpacHHIM. B BO3yxe yxKe OIIyTUMO [axj0 BeCHOU. Mup 3aHS/ICS CBOMMH OejlaMy Kak 00BIYHO, He o0palas
HU MaJledInero BHUMaHUsa Ha Impousolenlinee. Yepe3 HECKOILKO YacOB COJIHIIE B30HUMOET Hal HalKWCaHHOU
pPe3HEN KapTUHOM, BHOCS CBOM BKJIaJ B pa3/0XKeHUe yKe HauaBIINX I'HUTh Tejl. Tak 4To, HECMOTPS Ha KoIlIMap
BHHU3Y Ha 3eMJie, MUD IIPOOOJIZKHUII CBOY HECIHEIIHLIN IIyTh OT BECHEI K JIETY, HE o6pamas{ HUKAKOI'O BHUMAaHUA

HJIM XOTh KaK-TO 03a00THBIIKNCH IIPpOIIEenIInM KPOBOIIPOJIIUTUEM.

BuTBa OymieBana 6oree TpEX AHEH, MOKa HaKaHyHEe [Be TPOTUBOOOPCTBYIOIINE apMUH, HAKOHEI], HE COIIIUCH B
nmocnegHed cxBaTKe. Bolicka Mmmepuu ymepXKuBaiau MO3ULUM MPEN NUIOM BTOPTIIMXCA CHI Xaoca C
OecmpuMepHOi 0TBaroi. beccTpalllHEIMU - TAKMMH OHM OBINTK. BeccTpalHel, cMensl # 6ecmomanHel. Ho Bcé aTo,
BCE OBITIO HANpPaCcHO. baropopHble XKePTBEI 0Ka3aIuCh 0€CCMBICTIEHHEL.

Cras CTepBITHHUKOB KPYyXWIla Haf IojieM GHUTBH, OTJalllas BO3MYX MPOH3UTENbHHIMM KPHKAMH BOCTOPTa OT
CTOJIb OOMIBLHOTO MHPINECTBA, YTO PACKUHYIOCHh Ha 3eMJie MOM HUMHU, CJIOBHO Ha CKaTepTH. Mapomépsl uiu
COTIHATHI, ITHIIAM OBITI0 BCE PaBHO, OHM HUKOMY He OTHaBaiu mpenmnouTenus. Ema OblIa emol, MsSCO 0CTaBaIoCh
MSICOM, ¥ OJIs HMX, II0 KpallHe# Mepe, MoxKKBa obelana ObITE 6oraToi. CTas 00bABUIACE €II€ 3a JeHb [0
KOHIIa, IPUBJIeUEHHAS 3ByKaMU BOMHEI, U, PaCCEBIIKCh Ha BePXYIIKax IePeBLEB, TEPIIENNBO XKpaana. HekoTopkie
13 HUX, CO0JIa3HEHHEIE OTCYTCTBHEM [OBHUIKEHHUS, YK€ OIMyCTUIHUCH Ha MUPIIECTBeHHEINA CTON U Hadaau HOJroe,
XKaHOoe, MOBOMIIIee 0 IOTEPH UYBCTBUTENILHOCTH MMOKKPAHKE [TaalH.

KaBanepus mana mepsoi. Yem Gosnbine pa3buBaIoCh IMoJie MOI HOTAMU CPAXKAIOUIUXCs, TeM TPynHee OLIO
J0IIAAsM COXPAaHATh paBHOBecHe. MHOTHMe IOCKOJNB3HYJIUCH M ymainu, cOPOCHB CemoKoB. IIOgHSTH
epenyraHHyio JIolafb Ha HOTH, KOT[a BOKPYT TpeMesia CTpenbba OPyAui, a Mapoméphl Xaoca IHTaIuCh
CHECTH TBOIO TOJIOBY C Ijied, ObITIO HEJIETKOM 3afadeil, Tak YTO MHOTHE JIOMANX YMEPJIH IPOCTO OT CcTpaxa. Ux
BCAIHUKY HEHAJOJIT0 UX MEPEKUIIH.

OTpsapg kanuTana Kane ¢on Keccens man mocneguuM, a cam ¢oH Keccenb cTan MOCIEeTHUM, KTO MPU3HAT
mopaxenue. M oH BCE ermé ObLT XKUB - TyCTh U eBa-edBa. MBICIH BCE eIlé KPYTUIIMCh B TOJIOBE, II0KA OH JKaal
CMEpTh, YTO OIYCTUT 3aHaBeC ero XKu3HU. Kak oH BeIKuUA? IToyeMy OH BCE eIlé KuJl, KOTHa BCe eTo JTI0au ObLIH
MEepTBHI?

®on Keccenpb mexan Ha chouHe, Tasafas B rony6oe He6o. KaxeTcs, OHO IMOYTH APA3HUIIO €TI0 CBOUM
criokovcTBueM. Ecnu Obl He OTBpaTUTENIbHASA BOHb CMEPTH, YTO OBIJIa MOBCIOAY, ¥ TOT (akKT, UTO ero mpasas
HOTA y2Ke JaBHO OTHEJIMIIACh OT OCTAJIBHOTO TeJla, MOTJIO II0Ka3aThCs, YTO OH IIPOCTO BUTAET B 00JIaKax.

HeumosepubiM ycunueM ¢pon Keccenb OHSAT TOJIOBY U TOCMOTPENT Ha KYCOK Msca, KOTOPHM HeKorga Owll ero
HOTOM. OMIMETKY KOXKU U 0OPEIBKY GECII0JIe3HEIX CYXOXKUIUN CBUCAIH C KOHIA ero Oegpa, ¥ OH HUYEro He
YyBCTBOBAJI, KOT{la CMOTPEJ Ha HETOo, - KaK PU3nN4eCcKHu, TaK 1 AyX0BHO. JIulb oueneHernre. OH 3HAN - OH yMpéT
OT IOTEePU KPOBU, YMPET 0YeHb CKOPO, 3TO OHII0 HECOMHEHHO. JTO 3HaHME He BHI3HIBAJIO Iledajb, JIUIIb
CIIOKOMHYIO YBEPEHHOCTb.

[lymMel Havaly IPOCAauYMBATLCS CKBO3b HAIOJHSBUIUI TONOBY 3BYK €ro cOOCTBeHHOU 60NHM, OT KOTOPOH,
Ka3aJloCh, ell€ YyTb-4yTh, ¥ OHA B30PBETCA. KapkaHbe KPYXKHUBIIUX Haf I0JIEM BOPOH. TUXWUii I1eeCT BETBEM.
CKpexXeT B I'PyAH €ro COOCTBEHHOTO OBIXaHHUS... ¥, BPEMS OT BPEeMEHHU, CTOH WU Clabbiii KPUK APYTroTo



YMHPAIOIIETO.

OxupmaHue GJIM3KOT0 paccBeTa IPOHOJIKalIo Tep3aTh YMUPAIOUIEro KaluTaHa, PO30BEIE TyUH, IIPOPEe3aBIIHuecs
CKBO3b 01emgHO-ToNny0Obe HeGeca, OBUIM NeHCTBUTENBHO TPEeKpPacHEl. «Kakas KaloCTh, - IOOyMall KaluTaH GoH
Keccerns. - Kakas moTepsi, 94To s HUKOTTIa paHee, MO-HACTOSAIEMY, He IIeHHIT TOTPSCAIONIYI0 KpacoTy Mupa». OH
C7erKa IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY, TAK, YTO €r0 B3TJISA[ yIIal Ha TeJI0 BapBapa, JiexkaBIlee PSIOOM C HUM, TeJIO0 YeJIoBeKa,
yeit Tomop 3abpan ero Hory. ®on Keccenb ke - 3abpain ero xkusHb. ETo Me4 BCE elé Topyan u3 KHUBOTA
MepTBeIia.

Bo3M0KHO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MUP U He OB TaK YK IPEKPaCeH.

®on Keccens BhINen 3a rpadb 6onu. Teneps OH OB HEBOCIPUUMUMB K Hel. OcnabeBiinii, eiBa B COCTOSHUM
IIEBENIUTHCS, OH BCE Ke MOTAIuI cebs K CKOIIEHUI0 MePTBELOB, 06JTa4€HHBIX B UMIIEPCKY0 Gpopmy. CMepTh
Hem3bexXHa, HO HEKAs CTpaHHAasd, faXe HEeCKOJIbKO JeTCKas YacTh ero Xkejajia yMepeTh B OKPYKEHUHU CBOUX, a
He CIIMHOM K CIIMHE C BParoM.

HBI/I}KGHI/IG Ha Kpalo 3pEeHHud IIPUBJIEKIJIO €r0 BHUMaHue, U OH C TPyOOM, HO BCE-TAaKU BHOBb CyMeIJl IIOBEPHYTHh
TOJIOBY, YTOOK GPOCUTE B3TJISIO B Ty CTOPOHY. BO3MOXKHO, HafeXkaa emé He MOTEpsSHA, MOAyMaJll OH, [UKas
HafleX[a ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO HeBepue 3aXJIeCTHYIIH ero. MoxKeT ObITh, KTO-TO IPUIIEST, YTOOR HAWTH BRIKUBIINX.
MoxeT, OH BCE XKe BEIZKHUBET, BCE K€ CMOXKET el XOTs Obl pa3 yBUAETh CBOIO BO3/TIO0IEHHYIO KEHY...

Ho uckpa HameXmwl moracila B MrHOBeHMe oKa. To OBITT OMKMH M3 BParos, TOXKe efiBa XMBOM, Kak u poH Kecces.
CroBHO 3epKalbHOE OoTpaxeHue 00puOB camoro ¢oH Keccens, mHTaBUIETOCS IPUCOETUHUTHCSI K CBOUM
TOBapHIlaM, MOJIOHOM BapBap - MaJb4YuK, Ha CaMOM [IeJie - IBITaICsa J00paThCs 10 CBOUX COIJIEMEHHUKOB.

MozxkeT ObITh, IeNHY 6e3yMHEL ronoc BEyTpU GoH Keccensi, oH Takoil Xe, Kak U TEl. MoxkeT OBITh, OH TaKke

6outcs YMEpPEeTh Cpeau YyXKaKOB.

®on Keccenb, pe3kuil, TAKENLIH YeI0BEK, TOIBKO-TOIBKO Pa3MEHSBINIUN YEeTBEPTHIM HECATOK, BHE3AIMHO
OILLYTUJ BCIBIIIKY CONEPeXKUBAHUSI MOJIOLOMY BapBapy. I'psAmgymias cMepTh Harpaguiia ero SICHOCTbI0 MBICTIU U
ITOHMMAHUS Y€JI0BEeUEeCKOT0 CYIIeCTBOBaHMS, KOMMY OH HUKOTHA He 00J1afas B KU3HH.

Tony6oe 6Ge306mauHoe HEOO HAH HUM, CBETIEIONIEE B MPEABEPHUU PACCBETa, HEOXKUAAHHO TIOTEMHENO, U
KaIlMTaH C TPYIOM IIEPEBEPHYJICS Ha CIUHY, YTOOB IOCMOTPETh BBEPX. TO, UTO OH YBUOEN TaM, 3aCTABHUJIO €TO
KpPOBB, IO CAMOT0 KOCTHOTO M03Ta, 3ajefieHeTh OT y2Kaca, ¥ OH BOPYT OIIyTHII HeoO0OpHUMoOe XKeJaHue BCKOUUTh
Ha Horu u OexkaTh MPoYb. TO, YTO Ha KPHIIBSIX CIYCKAJIOCh C HeGec, TO, Ha YTO MaJl ero B3TNsH, OBIIO Tak
cTparHo, 4To ¢oH Keccesnb 3aKkprya oT yxaca.

OuyepTaHus TOTO, YTO CIYCKaNoCch ¢ Hebec, OBIMK MPEyBeIUUYEHHO XKEHCTBEHHEI, OUePTaHUs TPyou u 6€mep
OB HACTOJIBKO OYEBHOHEI, YTO HE OCTABIIANN HUKAKHUX WIITIO3UH HAc4YET mosia TBapu. Ho moboe CXOMCTBO C
JXWBLHIMY XEHIUHAMHU Ha 9TOM M 3aKaHYMBAJIOCh. B APKOM COMHEYHOM CBeTe OBITO0 TPYIHO Pa3risafeTh KaKue-
TO [eTaly, HO B CBOEM BcE Goiee u 6ojiee TUXOPATOYHOM COCTOSHUHU, GoH Keccemnb OMyTUIT HAMEK KEeCTOKOM,
XOJIOMHOW KpacoTH. ['1Ta3a, TOpeBIINe HeeCTECTBEHHHM BHYTPEHHUM OTHEM, CKOJIb3UJIU IO IIOJI0 GUTBEL C

HEHACBITHEIM BOXKEJIEHUEM.

Hemon. ®ou Keccenb pedieKTOPHO NOTSHYJICS 3a MEYOM, HO TOTOM BCIOMHWJI, YTO TOT OCTAJICS B KHUIITKAX
0e3yMHOI'0 TOIOPINMKA CEBEPSH, OTPyOUBIIETr0 eMy HOT'y. BeclienbHOe OTIIONI3aHKe YBEJIO ero Aajieko OT
Hal€XHOM PyKodATH Meda. He oTprIBasg B3T/AMa OT NEMOHUIL, OH CMOTPEJ, KaK KONbITa €€ HOT KOCHYJIUCH
3eMJI, KOTa OHA M3SIOTHO OMYCTUJIAch Ha moje 6uTBe. OHa Obna Tak 6JIM3KO0, YTO OH MOT IIOYyBCTBOBATh
ucxomAmui ot Heé apomat. OH OBUI HEOXKHUIOAHHO IPUSITHHIM: MYCKyCHAas CMeCh pacliafia, BEI3BaBIIas B €ro



pasyMe BOCIIOMHHAHMS 0 Po3aX B 6eceike B UX MMOCTAEOHUE OHU. 3aKPYUHBABIIHECS POTA POCIH U3 €€ TOJOBHI,
4, TIOKa OH BO BCe T'jla3a CMOTPeJI Ha Heé, OHA MIPOBEPHYJIA TOIOBY U UX B3TJISOE BCTPETHUIKCE.

[ITokupytomee omo6peHre BCTPSIXHYIIO eT0 YMUpalollee Tejo, KOrma OH BIIISOesncs B Oe300oHHEIE TIIYOUHEL eé
rna3. OmobpeHue, OTBpallleHre U CTPAHHOe, MPAKTHYEeCKH HeomonuMoe Biaedenue. OHa Owlta meMoHoM, fa. Ho
OHa OBINIa peKpacHa. 3aXBaTHIBAIOIIE IIPeKpacHa.

O6opBaHHOE [bIXaHWE MEPEeXBAaTUJIO €T0 TOPJo, U T'yObl MEMOHUIH MCKPUBUIIA MefJieHHas ynbibka. OHa
cOefana TPU Kpaaymuxcsd KOIIaybUX ITara B €r0 CTOPOHY, @ 3aTeM OCTaHOBUJIACh, YCHIHIIAB caabklil roJoc,
NPUIIEAIINHI C OPYTOM CTOPOHEI TIOJIA.

- Mos kopornesa!

MemnbKHYT KOHYHK 3Meemnoqo0HOr0 S3kKa, KOTHa NeMOHUIa 00IM3HyTa HUXKHI0W T'y0y. YIs0Ka Mo-pexXHeMy
Obiyia Ha €€ JuIe, Koraa oHA 00epHyNIach K TOMY, U3 YbHX YCT UCXOOUIIO 3TO caboe BOCKIUIaHWe. MaTbhyuuK,
CEBEPSHVH, IIPUTIOTHSJICS HA JIOKTSIX ¥ IPOTSHYJI K HEH PYKY.

- Mos kopornesa!

CnabbIii KPUK pa3fajcs BHOBb U BambKus OTBEePHYNACh OT KaluWTaHa, ¥ TOT He 3HaJ, 071arogapHOCTh UJIH
pa3oyapoBaHUe [OKHO UCTIHITHBATE 3a 3T0. OH 3HaN, KTo oHa. OH 3HAJ 3TO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa YBUMEN, KaK
OHa cmyckaetcs ¢ HeOec. Tak UM WHa4ye, OH Bcerpga 3Hai. CyIecTBOBaJIU JIET€HOH, UCTOPUM O TaAIIeH
CEeBEPHOI KOpoJieBe, uTO OblJIa BO3POK/EHA U ITepeKoBaHa B (hopmy, 4To Oblyla Hauboliee MpuUsiTHa B30py Gora
KpoBu ¥ cMepTH. Cympyra, foCToMHas 603KeCTBa, U3BECTHOTO CEBEPSIHAM mof uMeHeM KxapHerT.

Banekus KpoBasas.

OHa HeCIIeIHO IIIJIa 10 MOJT0, YCeSTHHOMY TeJlaMU MaBIINX, TPUOINKAsICh K MallbYUKy-CeBePSIHUHY. 1 UMEeHHO
B 9TOT MUT PoH Keccen HE0XKUTaHHO OCO3HAJI, YTO BCe 3BYKHU CTUXJIX. HU KapKaHbsS BOPOHBS, HU NIEHbS IITHI],
HYU IeniecTa BeTBeil. TOMbKO BpeMs OT BPEMEHM CTOH YMHUPAIOIIET0, U OTUETIUBLIN, KPHCTaIbHO-YHUCTRIM TOJIO0C
Banpkum, Korma OHa 3ar0BOpUIIa C MaJIbYHIIKOM.

- KTo THI, 0OCMEeTUBUINICS IPOU3HECTH MOE UMS B 3TOM MecTe? - BHICOKHI TOH rojioca mopas3ui ¢ox Keccens.
OH oXKwupman pelKa, HO OTHIOOb HEe TOTO MY3BIKAbHOTO ¥ MEJIONMYHOT0, HaXKe HeCKOJIbKO YapYILIero, TojIoca,
YTO yCINBIIan. Bosbiie oH He MOT MOBEPSITH CBOMM YyBCTBaM. BU[Is 3a MPOXKUTHIE TOML JOCTATOYHO MEPTBHIX U
YMUPAIOIUINX, OH 0CO3HaBaJj, YTO, CKOpee BCETOo, yKe OpeauT OT moTepu KPoBu. [lake KapKaHke BOPOH MOTJIO
TIOKa3aThCS eMy MeJIOOUYHEIM. Hampsrimuce, KalluTaH MOIIBITANICS PACCIEIIaTh OTBET MAaPHUIIKH, HO TOT OB
CUIIKOM Maneko. Ho oH XaXpgaj 3HaTh, YTO MPOMCXOAUIIO MeXAy HUMH. To OBITO KaK0e-TO IPOCTO
60NIe3HEHHOE JXKeJlaHue.

MenneHHBIM, BEI3LIBAIOIINM MYKY YCHUJINEM OH COBHUHYIJI ce0bs c MecTa 1, OIIMpPasAChb Ha JIOKTH, IIOIIOJI3 K HUM.

OO6py60oK HOTH OCTABJIAN B ITPSI3U 3a HUM KPOBABHIU CJIEf.

- [ToueMy THI CUMTAEITh, YTO 3aCIyXKUII OTarocioBeHe MOETO TOCIIOAUHA? - KOPOoJeBa-BOWH BHOBh paclipaBuia
KPHIIbS U OTBEPHYJIACh, C BeNUUYaWImuM Oe3pas3nuuyueM COCKaONIuBasi HAKMIb C OOHOTO M3 HUX CBOUM
KOTTHUCTBEIM IANbIIEM B IEMOHCTPALIMU CKYKH. Bun €€ cierka HallOMUHAJ MTUITY, YUCTSINYIO MEPBIIIKH.

Bnuxe. Eme 6nuxe.

®on Keccenp, mpeogoneBas 4ygOBHUIHYI0 00Jb, moATAIuI ce0s emé HEMHOTO, I0OKa HE CMOT, HaKOHEII,
yCINBIIIATh OTBET MOJIOLOTO CeBepsiHMHA. ['010c ManbuuKa OBUI TOJIOCOM YeloBeKa Ha I'paHu cMepTH, GoH



Keccens BUmeN M CHBIIAN JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH MOHMMATh 3TO0. CTONH OGIM3KO, OH yXKe MOT Pa3TIsgeTh
BCIIOPOTHIY KMBOT IOHIIA, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO BapBap OwllI ero BparoM, ¢oH Keccens He MOT HE BOCXUTUTHCS
YIIOPCTBOM BOMHA, KOTOPHIM CTOJIb HOJITO U YIIOPHO LEMIAICS 3a XKU3Hb C TAKUM PaHeHUEeM.

- 4 cpaxancsg Bo umsa Ero, - mpoxpumen MajabymK, ero ronoc Hanpsarcs. Cna6oe 6yiabKaHbe B €T0 CJI0Bax
TOBOPUJIO O TOM, YTO B JIETKUX yXKe Oblyla KPOBb. Ero akIeHT OBIJT YYNOBUIIHEIM, HO I0HOIIIA TOBOPHUJII Ha SI3bIKE
Hwmmnepuu, uto nopas3uo Gon Keccens gaxe 6ombline, YeM TO, UTO I0HEII 10 CUX IOpP OBIN XKuB. - Kaxkmwlii pas,
KOT[a MOM KJIMHOK HaHOCHII yHap, 3TOT yaap S IIOCBAIIal eMY.

- EcTp u mpyrue 3mech, KTO fejaj TO Xe... © MHOTOe JPYyroe, - Banbkus NpUNOJHSATIA ONHY U3 CBOUX,
OKQHYMBAIOIMIKXCS KOIBITAaMM HOT ¥ TOJKHYJA TPYI, YTO Jexkal psaoM. Tello mepeBepHYIIOCh, yxKacamwllee
HEeYTO C YepeloM, PacKoloTHM momnojaM. OH ObUI efiBa y3HaBaeM, HO Hocul 6poHio Mmnepuu. ®on Keccenb
PEe3KO BEINOXHYJ, ¥ Tjla3a JeMOHUIB YCTAaBUIUCh Ha HEro cBepxy BHU3. Ha eé mpekpacHOM JuIle BHOBb
[IOSIBUTIACDH yNbIOKa, HO MCHOBEHHE CITyCTsI OHa CHOBa oOpaTuia BCE CBOE BHUMaHUeE Ha c1ab0 KallIsiHyBIIEr0
IOHOIIY.

- Moii TOCIIONKH HINeT mobenuTenei, Maab4yuK, - B KOHIIe KOHI[OB IIPOM3HECIa OHA. 3aTeM OTOIIa HEMHOTO B
CTOPOHY U IlepeBepHYyJa elné HeCKOJIbKO TPYIOB MaBIIUX BOMHOB. MIMIIEPIEl ¥ BapBapkl, BCE OHU YMEPIIH TaM
XKe, TIe U Majid, ¥ 3eMJjsg Obljla MyTHEIM KOBPOM M3 HaBaJIeHHHIX Bpa3HO60# mocmexoB U MexoB. «CTpaHHO, -
momgyMan Gou Keccens, - 4TO cMepTh IPUHOCUT TTO00HOE euHeHue». - [lobequTeneii, YTo MOTYT CPaXkKaThCSI BO
uMs Ero. TH 2Xe TOMeH NHUIIb O COOCTBEHHHIX IIOXOPOH.

- /1 BCcerpma CIyXKuil...

- Bcerma? Twl - MIafieHell, - OHa BHOBbL OOpaTuja B3TISAMN K Malb4uKy. - Bcero numb pe6éHoK. IIpocToi

caxeHell, Tomo0HbIH Te0e, He MOT M HafesIThCS IPHUBIIeYh BHUMaHHE MOETO TOCIONMHA.

- Mapy¥iTe MHe CBOE 67ar0CIOBeHUE, U 5T OYOY CpakaThCs 3a IPAHBIO CMEPTH, - MAJIbUMK 3aIIEJICS B MIPUCTYIIE
Kallisg ¥ BHIIIIOHYJ Ha 3eMJII0 KPOBaBHIM KOMOK, KOTOPHIM, Kak momymanoch ¢oH Keccemio, Mmor OHITH
OIIMETKAMHU €ro XKeJynka.

- Tel He 3HaeIb HUYET0 O TOM, UTO Mpefiaraells MHe, IeHOK, - OTBeTuna Banbkusi. OHa MpUCTaBUIa
HAaKOHEYHMK KOTbS K TPYAU YMUPAIOIIETO BapBapa ¥, HaflaBUB, C HAyCKHHIM 0e3pa3anuneM Habmomana, Kak
€ro TPyOb CJIeTKa MPOTHYIACh [0 HaKUMOM.

- 41 3Ha0. 1 moHWMalw, 4ero 3T0 6yOeT CTOUThH, MOSI KOponeBa. M g XuWBy, MULIb YTOOH CIYXKHUTH, - OH
IIPUIIONHSII TOJIOBY B IEMOHCTPAIMY BHICIIETO HETIOBHHOBEHUS HEN30EKHOM CMEpTH.

IeMoHUYeCKas MPUHIIECCA CKJIOHUTIA TOJIOBY HA0OK, CIIOBHO OBl B Pa3AyMbsIX, a 3aTEM B3MaxHyja KPhUIbIMU 3a
cnuHOM. C HEOTPa3MMOU Irpallied OHa IlepeHeciach 4epe3 TPYIIE, II0Ka BHOBb HE 0OKa3alach PAAOM C MOJIOABIM
CEeBEPSHUHOM, TI0CJIe Yero Mpucesa PIfaoM C HUM.

- Torma mokaxu MHe, YTO Thl MOXKEINb, - CKa3ajia OHA. [IPOTIHYB PYKYy, BanbKus KOTTHCTHIM Majbl[eM
IIPOKOJIOJIa HEXHYI0 KOXY Ha BUCKe Manbuuka. OH c1abo BCKPUKHYJT M HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Gopoiics.
IeMoHWYeCcKas TPUHIIECCA 3aKphiJia Tla3a ¥ C BOMYBUM aNTIETUTOM BHIOXHYJAa CaBHHIMA 3amax yxkaca. PoH
Keccenp HUYEro He MOT CHeJlaTh, KPOMe KaK CMOTPETh, TaK YTO OH CMOTPEJI, He OTBOAS I'Jia3, Kak BambpKus,
TIPHCEB Tepey] MaJbYUKOM, IOTPY3uIa KOT'TH B ero Mo3r. Ha eé nulle mosiBUIIOCH JIETKOe 671a2KeHCTBO, KOTHa
OHa KakuM-To 00pa3oM U3BJIeKIIa TO, UTO KCKaJa.

Mans4uK COOPOTHYJICS B IIOCTIENHU Pa3, ¥ ero TeJI0 3aMepyio. BEITaluB manel U3 ero Mo3ra, Bambpkus cxkaia
PYKY B KyJak. YIaB JIMIIOM B I'Dsi3b, MaJbYUK 3aMep, €r0 CepAlle, HaKoHel, 06peso mokoi. OH MOIUT €€ 0



671arocioBeHUH, U IeMOHUYeCcKas CyKa fapoBajia eMy CMEpPTE.
- A 181, BouH UMnepun? [[0CTOEH ST TH MeCTa B apMUHX MOEro rocrioguHa?

Tot dakT, 4TO OHA pa3roBapuBaia ¢ HUM, He moxonun no ¢Gox Keccens mo Toro mura, Korga eé pyka
ycTpeMumnachk K HeMy. OH OIIyTHI KPAaTKYI0 ¥ MPOH3UTENBHYI0 MYKY, 3aTEM TPUITUB HACTaXOEHUS, U, HAKOHEI],
IIOJIHYIO TIOKOPHOCTb.

U TyT 0H BCIOMHUIL.

KAJIE ®OH KECCEJIb Bunen cBoii mepBriii 601 (eMy ObLJIO cCEMHAAIATh JIET U He OBIJI0O BTOPOTO Takoro xe). OH
CpaxaJicsi BO MHOXKECTBE MeCT, OUJICS MPOTHUB COJHIA, IPU [0XK[e, B cHeroman. Cpaxarlcs CO MHOXKEeCTBOM
BParoB: 3BEPOJIONEI, BAPBAPH, 3€JIEHOKOXKHUE OPKU U TOOIHMHEL. Y KaxXmoro OBTH CBOM CHUIIbHEIE M Clla0bie
CTOPOHEBI, HO UMEHHO BapBapoB-/IIOfEeH C ceBepa OH BCerfa CUUTaj Haubojiee CIO0XKHBIM IMPOTUBHUKOM.
CpaxaThCsl C OPKaMHU ¥ UHBEIMH TBapsSMH, He POXKIEHHEIMYU XKEHIIUHOMN, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OBIJIO TO K€ CaMoe,
YTO CPpaxXaThbCs CO 3BEPHEMHU. HpOTI/IBOCTOHHI/Ie Ke CBOUM CO6paTB$IM, IIPOTUBOCTOAHMNE CTPATETUAM, KOTOPEIE
MOTJIU faXe OaTh (Gopy ero COOCTBEHHEIM... TO OB BHI30B.

KpoBp OphI3HYNla Ha HarpymHHUK, KOTHA OH KPemKo 06XBaTUJl PYKOSATh Meda. 3ab6JI0KMPOBANl UM yhap
[IPOTHMBHUKA, U ONHOBPEMEHHO yOApH KallJIeBUNHEIM IIUTOM Ha APYroi pyke. Tgaxkémnmas cTanb cTajla BTOPHIM
OpYXKHeM, CTOJIb )K€ CMEPTOHOCHEIM, CKOJIb M OCTPO HATOUEHHHIN KJIMHOK, 1 MHOTHE U MHOTHE BapBapkl ajin
II0J] eT0 yIapaMy, COKPYIIAIIUMY Yepella U JIOMaoIUMU YeTI0CTH.

BuTBa Havanach ¢ paccBeTOM U OylreBasna yxke napy 9acoB. O0e CTOPOHE! OBUIM PaBHHI 110 YHUCITy BOMHOB, HO
Bo¥icka MMmepuu OBITM HAaMHOTO 0o0jlee MUCHUIIITAHUPOBAHHEL. B TeueHHe BCEX 9THX MOBYX YaCOB OHU KPEIKO
mepKajy TUHWI0, BCTpeyas HelpeKpaulalouics IKBajl BapBapCKuX 3acTpensiukoB. Cam gou Keccenb Owin
YaCThIO TIUHUY (QPOHTA - IIeHTPAJILHEIM 3B€HOM CTEHBI IIHTOB.

Jle3Bus MeNbKHYIM B COJTHEYHOM CBETE, KOTTla Bparu MyCTUIM UX B XOI: OT YX0XEHHHIX ¥ OCTPHIX KaK OpuTBa
Meuel coOCTBEHHOT0 oTpsima GoH Keccens 1o 3aTyIJIEHHHIX, BHINEPOIEHHIX JI€3BUH TOIOPOB, TaK JTIOOUMEIX
BapBapaMu. YTpeHHHH THUIIXMHa CMEHHNJIaChk I'POXOTOM OUTBHL. 3BOH CTalId U KJIN4YX, U CTOHBI PaHEHEIX
pa3HecnuCch Hap MojeM, Korga OuUTBa 3axJieCTHYJIa BOMHCTBA. OXKeCTOUYEHHBIE, MMOABHBAIOIINE KPUKU
CMEHSIJINCh BOIISIMH HeuaMepuMod O6omu. OTHANEHHEIM T'POM INYIIEK, YIPABISEMBIX apTHIIEPUUACKUMHU
KOMaHfaMu, ObIJI0 eIMHCTBEHHBEIM, YTO [laBaji0 UCTUHHOE IPEeMMYIecTBo conpmataM Mmmepuu. Ho gyymeca
3arpafiuTeIbHOr0 OTHS IPUHOCUNY U MpobineMul. B cymaToxe GUTBH, KOT[Ia apMUM CTAIKUBAIOTCS, U PSIBI
BOMHOB CMEIIHMBAIOTCS, CTpenbba IO MPOTUBHUKY He OblZla TOYHHIM MCKYCCTBOM. KakK ClemcTBHe, BEICTPEIEI
apTuIepun yOuBany U KaJedyuin Jofeld Mnepun He MeHee 4acTo, Y4eM BapBapoB.

®on Keccenb u ero BepHEIE JTIOOU BEICTPOUMIN CTEHY IIMTOB MPOTHB IPEBOCXOMOSININX UX YHUCIIOM BPAaros,
SIPOCTHHIX ¥ yIOPHEIX. [II71eM KamuTaHa COUITE C TOTOBE HEKOTOPOE BPeMs Ha3afl, ¥ OH BEIKPUKWBAJI TPUKA3H C
TIPUBHIYHOM JIETKOCTHIO. JI10u manu mo 06e CTOPOHE! OT HETO, HO OH MPOAOKAN HETTOKOIEOUMO CTOSITh Ha My TH
HUYTOXKHBIX BParoB, YTO IIOCMENH IIOCSATHYTh Ha Mmmepuio. OH men uMs 3urMapa, yoOuBas Bpara, ero Med
Tpope3a KpoBaBEe OpeIy B PSfax CeBepsH.

- 91 monXHa MpPU3HATh, B CMEJIOCTH TeGe He OTKAXKeIlb, - MPOIIeNTall roJIoC MPSIMO 3a ero IJIedYoM. - Benukui
yOwuiitia, - poH Keccenb MTHOBEHHO y3HaJI BilafleNiblla TOI0CA, ¥ OH He TOBEPHYJI TOJIOBH, HO BCE K€ OTBETHUIL.

- 9TO IPOCTO BOCIIOMUHAaHKE. 4 3HAI0, YeM BCE 3aKOHYHUTCS, [a U THI ToxKe. Kakoi B 3TOM CMBEICT? - SPOCTHO

OI'PBI3HYJICSA OH, THEB IIOAIINUTEIBAJICA CKOPEEe BOCIIOMMHAHKUEM O IPOCTHU 6HTBBI, YyeM ero COOCTBEHHOH SAPOCTEIO.



OH 3HaJ, YTO B MaTepHaJbHOM MHUpEe JeXal Ha Ioje Benukou 6uTBH. OH 3HAJ, YTO B PeaJbHOM MHUDE -
yMHUpaer.

- CMBICTI, MOSI BOCXATHUTEIbHAS yCllaa, UMEHHO B 3TOM, - IIPOKPABIINCh MUMO, BanbKus BCcTana B PSAOH €ro
NIPOTUBHUKOB. HU OiWH u3 HUX HE 3aMETHJ €€, M KallUTaH OMYCTUJI Med, He XKeJjias BO30OHOBIATh GO,

KOTOpBII;I, KaK OH 3HaJl Ha KaKOM-TO IIOACO3HATEJILHOM YPOBHE, JaXKe He OBIn PeaibHEBIM.

Iemonmna moBepHynack K ¢hoH Kecceno u ynpiOHyIack. Yei6Ka IPOLeMOHCTPUPOBAJa KAllUTaHy YyJOBUIIHEIE
KJTLIKY IEMOHA, ¥ OH OTIIATHYJICS TPH BUOE 3TOT0 3penuina. OHa MaxHyja PyKO# B BEIPA3UTENIbHOM KECTE.

- THl cpazKasicsi MpOTUB MOETo Hapoda. BapBapsl, MyXKUMHHE U XeHIMUHH [IycTomeit CeBepa. Trl yOuBaes 6e3
pasbopa 1 faxe He yIOCyKHUBaeIbCs 3allOMUHATH JIUIA TeX, KOT0 yOuBaelb.

- Ouu Mou Bparu. ECTECTBEHHO, 5 He [eJai0 9TOTO.

- 910, ma. Ho Kak Hac4Y€T HUX, - BaabKHUS OTOIIa OT BApBapoB U BCTajla JULOM K nuily ¢ ¢oH Keccenem. Ona
yKasajla BHU3, HEe OTPHIBas B3TJIsOa CBOUX I'Jla3 OT ero. - B cBoell xkaxkye yOuiicTBa TH yOuBaJl BCEX, KTO
OKa3aJcs Iof pykKou. Buguis?

YKac oT TOro, 4TO OH MOT YBUAETH TaM, KyZa II0Ka3blBajla JeMOH, CTAHYJI eMy HI3 KUBOTa, Koraa ¢oH Keccemnb
Me[IJIEHHO OITyCTHII T00BY. [IBoe U3 ero Jiofeli MEPTBRIMU JIeKajd y ero Hor. OH IToKay4as rojioBoiH.

- OHu OBITM YOMTH BparaMu, - YBePEHHO CKa3asl OH. BampKus KyCHYJIa HUXKHIOIO r'y0y ¥ BHOBB YIHOHYIIach
yNBIOKOM XUITHMKA. MeOeHHO T0Ka4yaB roJI0BOM, OHa OMYCTUJIACh Ha KOPTOYKH, €€ KPHIIbS 3aKPHIIUCh BOKPYT
Heé, CTI0BHO KOKOH. OHa B3sJia 6e3B0O/IbHYI0, 6€3KU3HEHHYIO PYKY OTHOTO U3 COJIaT.

- 9TOT GBIT IEPBHIM, KOTO THI YO, KOT{Ia OH BCTaI MexXOy To60H u TBoel moOwuei. Thl KpuUas eMy, YTOOR OH
ybpacst ¢ gopory... [IoMHuUIIB?

Mamneeiim, wesenucw! Youpatics ¢ Moe2o nymu, noka...

®oH Keccemnb co CBUCTOM BTSHYJ BO3AYX CKBO3b 3yObl. OH 3HAJ, YeM 3aKaHYMBAETCS 3TO IPeIokKeHue, HO He
MOT TTOBEPUTD, YTO COBEPIINII CTOJIb HEMMPOCTUTENBHEIN OCTYMOK...HO BOCTIOMUHAHNE TaK U TAK y2Ke BHITLIBIIIO

HApyXKy.
...N0Ka 5 cam He ybpas mebs!

Masnreiim 6bI7T 3axBaueH OMTBOM, CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAH Ha CBOEH COOCTBEHHOM CXBAaTKe, Ha COXPAaHEHHWU CBOEU
COOCTBEHHOM KM3HM, TaK YTO OH He MOT BRIIOIHUTH Mpuka3s. ®on Keccens aTo He BonHOBano. OH 3aIPOKUHYT
TOJIOBY ¥ B3PEBEN B HEIOMIEbHOM SPOCTH, CIOBHO KaKoe-TO XKHUBOTHOe. ConpmaTr GBI MeXOy HUM U eTo
JKEepTBOM, Tak 4TO OH mpuber K MpocTelieMy u3 myTel pemeHus o6eux npobieM. Ero mIuHHEIN KITHMHOK
MIPOH3UJI CHavaja Teslo MaHreiiMa, a 3aTeM U Bpara. OH BHITAIIUI Med, Tenepb 00arpEHHLIM KPOBbIO, U PBAHYII
BIIEPEN...

- Ho... - don Keccenb mouyBCTBOBaJ, KakK €ro XejnymoK CKPYTUNI 00JIe3HEHHHIH CIla3M OT OCO3HAHUSA
comesstHHOTO0. OH 3aCTaBUII Ce0sT COCPENOTOYUTHCS, 3aCTAaBUTh MOBEPUTEL Ce0S B TO, YTO BCE 3TO OBIIIO JHIID
TaJUTIONVHALIIMEH, TTOPOXKIAEHHON MpencMepPTHOM Tuxopaakoi. Ero Temno OBITIO BIIOJIHE peaabHLIM, HO OH CTOSII.
I'me-To, cka3an oH cebe, rme-To JaJieKo OH jexXasl Ha 3eMmyie. OH nexan TaMm, 6e3 CHUJ IIEeBENILHYTH
KOHEYHOCTSIMH, a ero Hora Orlla IoTepsHa HaBCceryaa...

On Hameén B cebe Karlio MyKeCTBa, YTOOH 3arOBOPUTH C IEMOHOM.



- Tel nCcKa3uma 3T0. Thl X0YeIllb 3aCTaBUTh MEHS IIOBEPHUTH, 4YTO ...

- Tvl ybun ero, - Banbkus OTIyCTUIA PYKY MEPTBOTO COJIflaTa U TOMYKOM IepeBepHYyJa Ha CIHUHY APYroro.
Crnemsle T1a3a ero cepkKaHTa YCTABUJIUChH Ha HETO CHU3Y BBepX. - Tl yOun ero. I mul uckKymnancs B MTHOBEHUH
ero cMepTu. Tl BOOXHYII €70, KaK CIIaIKui JTeTHUH 6pus.

®oH Keccemnb OTKPEIT OBIIO POT, YTO OTBEPTHYTH 3TO 00BHHEHHE, HO He MPOU3HEC HM 3ByKa. Heymonmumas B

CBOéM HallaJE€HUH, BaanHs[ npOMonqana n HpOJIOJI}KI/IJ'Ia BBIprBaTb KapTI/IHBI N3 ero nmaMsiTu.
Ymo 8vl Hadesaau, kKanumau?
Tvl umo, ycmpausaewb mHe donpoc? ITpoub ¢ dopoau!

Cap, ebl HedocmoliHbl KoMaHdoeamb. Cdailime opyxcue, kanumaH ¢poH Kecceab, npedscde yem 1 6y0y
8blHYJCOEH 3acmasumb 8ac cdesambv 3mo.

Tw1? 3acmasumbv meHA?

- XBaTHT, - poH Keccenb oTOpoCUn MprU3payvHbIi KITHHOK, KOTOPEIM OPYOOBaJl B CBOMX BOCIIOMHHAHUSX ¥ 3aKPhII
nu1io pykamu. OH OmyCTHICS M0 60pbObI CO CBOMMM JTIONBMHM, He B CHJIaX COEPKaTh IPOCTh U KPOBOXKATHOCTE,
4YTO 3axyecTHynu ero. OH yOuBan, u y6uBan, u yOuBaj, mMoKa He JOCTUT TOYKHM, Korga 6ojee He MMeJO
3HAYeHHs, KTO BKYCHII JIe3BHe ero Meda. OH IIPOCTO XOTeN HACIafUThCS TeM MOMEHTOM, MOMEHTOM, KOTa Ha
ero PYKH IINIeCHYa WX TEMIasi KpOoBb, TOCMAaKOBATh MTHOBEHME, KOTTa CBET XKU3HHU yracaeT B WX T'Ia3aX...0bIIo

TAaKO€ BEJIUKOJIEIINE B BBICBOGO}KJIGHI/II/I ‘{y}KOfI KU3HEHHOU SHEPIHuu.

- Tel mony4aelb HacHaXkaeHue oT youiicTBa pamu youiictBa, Kane ¢hon Keccens, - mpomypnsikana Banbkus emy
B yXO0. - 9TO He TaK yX ¥ I10X0. JI:0060l 4eoBeK MOXKeT BlafgeTh MedoM. JIr000il 4elIoBeK MOXKeT B3SAThCA 3a
OpyXKHe, HO TOJIbKO CTUHHEIM BOMH MOXKeT 3a0MpaTh KU3Hb U He YYBCTBOBATD IIPY 3TOM HU KaIlJI COXKAJEHUS.
TonbKO TOT, B KOM TEYET KPOBb MOOENUTENS, MOXKET CPYOUTh BCeX W KaXOOr0 Ha CBOEM NYTH pafH
COOCTBEHHOTO YIOBOJIbCTBUSI.

Eé romoc rUMHOTH3UPOBAI, ¥ OH MPOJOJKAN MPATATE TUI0 3@ PYKaMH, OTKA3EBAsICh CMOTPETh Ha T'PI3HYI0
HCTHHY O TOM, KeM OH OBITT ¥ KeM cTajl. 2KMBOTHOe. 3Bephb He JIy4Ille UK JOCTOMHeH BapBapoB, CpaxkaThCs C
KOTOPHIMHY [aBall KIATBY. ['opsgune CIE€3H HAaBEPHYNHMCH Ha Ijla3a W IOTEKJIH IO IMeKaM, KOTma OH OB

BHIHYKMI€H CTOJIKHYThCSI C 00HAKEHHOW rOPBKOM IIPABHOM. YKaCHYBIIKUCH OT TOTO, YEM OH OBIIL.

- Manpuuk, - cKa3ana Bambkus BCE TeM XKe, CJierKa OTCTPAHEHHBIM TOHOM. - [IuTs ceBepa. OH cunuTan ceds
JIOCTOfIHBIM YEeMIIMOHOM MOETO0 I'OCIIOAXWHA, ITIO3TOMY OH PEINnJI BEIPE3aTh OCTANIbHEIX, C KaXKIObIM N3 KOTOPHIX
HaMepeBayiCd NUTh KPOBb. THI XKe... KaK TOJIBKO THI CHEeNall MepBhIH 1Iar... KaK TONbKO Thl OIIYTHJI TO OCTPOE
YYBCTBO, KOT{Ia TBOHM KJIMHOK IIPOHUKAET CKBO3b PEOPA, MPOH3aEeT BHYTPEHHOCTH. .

Ona Onia Tak 6MM3KO K HEMY, UTO OH MOT IIOYYBCTBOBATh OBIXaHME €€ CIIOB Ha CBOEH Iiee, U HEBOJIBHO
B3OPOTHYA OT eé Onu3octu. OHa Obla MOPYEHEIM CyImecTBOM [IycTolmei, ¥ KaXOBH HHCTUHKT €T0
yMUpaIoIero Tejla BOIMII, YTO OH JOJIKEH 3aKOHUYUTE €€ OLITUE.

- Tl HACTIAXKOANCs YOMMCTBOM, HE TaK JIM, MOM CITamKui?

PrimaHnue BBHIPBAJIOCE U3 €TI0 TI'JIOTKHU, U OH HAKJIOHHUJICH, YTOOBI IIOOHATE M€Y U HaHEeCTH yOap, HO OHa
HBGpG)KHI:IM OBUXKEHHEM OIIYCTUJIa KOIIBITO U BEIOMIIA KJIMHOK, a 3aTeM IT0Kadaja I'0JI0BOH. HpOTHHYB PYKY,
OHa CXBaTHJIa €r0 3a HOI[GOpOJIOK U IIOOHsJIA, 3aCTaBJIdd €ero CMOTPETEL Ha Heé CHH3Y BBEPX. JIumo ero OnImI0
6J'IGJIHI>IM U 3allJlaKaHHBIM, C.TIé3bI, Clieibl ero MyT-IeHI/Ifl, IIPOMEINIA OOPOXKKHU Ha €ro rpsa3uoM JInie. Ona



MIOBEPHYJIa ero MoI00POOOK, UTOOH OTISIIeTh KaluTaHa CO BCeX CTOPOH.

- THI He UCKITIOUKTEJIEH, - CKa3alla OHa. - Thl, KOHEYHO, He TIEePBEIHA U3 CBOET0 POMa, KTO IPeaasncs MOmIuHHOMY
IPEKIOHEHHWI0 MOeMYy TOCIOOMHY, Haxe He momo3peBas 00 3ToM, u, i obemai Tebe, TH He CTAHEIIb

IIOCJIEAHUM.

- 41 He moknousirochk TéMHHM boraMm, - nmpomenTtan Kane dbon Keccenb, HO faxe MPoKM3HECS 3TH CJI0Ba, OH
3a7aBalics BOIIPOCOM, KOTO XOTeJl B 3TOM yOenuTs. - 4 - cmyra UMmepuu, u s yMpy, IpeXkfe 4eM...

Banbkus ycMexHyace.

- OcTaBb CBOU HalbIINEeHHEEe c10Ba. OHU MYCTH U OECCMEICTIEHHH], - €€ T'Jla3a CY3UJIUCh. - [laxXe eClu Thl
OedCTBUTENILHO MMeeIlb UX B BUAY. TH BCE PaBHO MEPTB, - OHA OTHYCTHUJIA ero HoA00POAOK, HO mpexkae
COKPYIIUTENLHO Bpe3aja eMy 0 nuny. - Tak K 4eMy IOIBITKA CTOJIb MagoCHOr0o 0TKa3a? ThH MOXeIb
0CBOGOMUTHCS OT CBSI3U C ITOU KU3HBIO - TAKOW HeHA[EXKHOU, ApoxKalield CBS3U - U TH MOT OH OBIThH
BO3p0XkEH. Trl OB CTAJI ODHUM W3 Yaj MOETr0 FOCIOgUHA 0T MOey KOMaHMOH, - OHa PE3KO, CJIOBHO B3OPOTHYB,
KayHyJa r'0JI0BOM, U e€ BOJIOCH! yIIaly Ha JIUI0. A 3aTeM JIUK e€ MCKa3UJICs B yCMelKe.

OueHb MEMJIEHHO e€ KPhUIbS Havalld PaCKPHIBAThLCS.

- Ho Bcé-Taku, 370 yO6exXgEéHHEIN 0TKa3. S 1BHO Oblyla He mpaBa. TH He JOCTOEH Nomo6HOT0 G1arocIoBeHuUs.
Moii TOCTIOOWH ¥ YYUTENb UIIET TeX, KTO OyAeT BEYHOCTh CPaXkaThCs BO UM ET0, - TOTHOCTHIO Pa3BEPHYTHIE,
eé KDBIIbA OKa3aJIUCh YOUBUTEJIbBHO KPACHBHI, KX IIE€PEIOHKHN Ka3aJIuChb €ro HOMpa‘-IéHHOMy B30DYy CpOoOHHU
KphlsIaM 6a004KM, a He TEM KOXKMCTHIM YPOACTBOM, YTO BIIEPBLIE IIPEMACTaNo ero rjia3aM. HecMoTps Ha BCio
MPAYHOCTb CUTYallW¥, OH BHOBb OILIYTHUJ 3TO CTPAHHOE NPUTSIXKEHUE U OTTAJIKHUBaHNE, MCXOOUBIINE OT HEE.
KpErUThsl TeHUBO KOJEBIXHYNKCh, PAAyKHOTO 1IBeTa B JIydyaX BOCXOISAIIEro COJIHIIA, ¥ OHA CHejajla Iar Has3ap,
cobupasich yuTtu. ['me-To fanexo oTCIofa, I'e-To B MUpPe CMEPTHEIX, YTO OB HA OFHOM CTOPOHE IIPONacTH, Ha
Kparo KOTOPO¥ OH GaylaHCHPOBaJ, KallUTaH OIMIYTHJ, KaK €€ M3yJaroUIuii majel] IIOKUHYJI er0 TOJIOBY.

OH IOHSJ, YTO OHA IIOHsSJa ero Ha HOTH, IIOTOMY 4YTO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdaK HOI'a IIOOOTHYJIAaCh 10O HUM, U OH
yiaj, 3eMJid Bpe3ajlaCbk eMYy B 2XKHBOT.

- [Togoxpu.

MenjieHHO, My4YUTeIbHO MefyieHHO, poH Keccenb NPOTSHYA K HEX PyKy. KpoBb U I'PA3b IOKPHIBAINA €€ CTOJb
MIJIOTHO, YTO KOXM He Oniyio BumHO. OH MOTSHYNCS K HeM, XKeas BHOBb OIIYTUTb €€ MPUKOCHOBEHUE. -
[Tomoxpu. [Toxanyiicra.

BampKus mMOBEpHYIa TONOBY, YTOOH BHOBb TTOCMOTPETh CBEPXY BHU3 Ha YMUPAIOIIETO KamWTaHa. 3arajjoyHas
ynei0Ka KOCHynach e€ ry6. Hu ogHO C710BO He IOKWHYJIO €€ PTa, HO OHA JIYKaBO HAKJIOHUJIA T'OJIOBY, CJIOBHO ObI

HEerJIaCHO IIpUIJIallias ero IMPOJOJIZKUTE.

Kane ¢ou Keccenp mMor omyTuth cinabeomnlee 6ueHue cepilla, YTO, CIOBHO MOTBIIEK, MOIABIINN B JIOBYILIKY,
TPEIBIXaioCh B TPYAU. ITO OBIJIO YYBCTBO, CJIOBHO €T0 XKHW3Hb U3MEPSETCS ceKyHmamu. KaxXmOwli CTyK ero
crmaboro mynbca OBINT eIé OgHUM MOMEHTOM, eIlé OJHOM BO3MOXKHOCTHIO CKa3aThb TO, YTO OH HONIXKEH ObII
cka3aTbh. CHIIy3T IeMOHHUIIE CTal PACIJIBIBATHCS, KOT{a CIE3bI pa304yapoBaHusi, 00U U HEKOTOPHX APYIHX,
HEeBEeOMEIX eMy Ipexkfe 3MOLUWM XJIHHYNMHM U3 riaa3. Ho rae-To, B caMoi rioybuHe KUIIeYHWKA, OH HALIEN

TOCTIeqHUEe OCTaTKU CBOEU CUJIBL.

- 4 Bcerma myMalt, YTO MBI BCE TPOXOMUM 3TOT IYTh B BOWHE, - CKA3asl OH I'0JI0COM, KOTOPHIH OB He Oojee yeM
ENOoT. - 9 HUKOTHa He AyMaj WHaye, KOTAa 5 JedcTBoBaji. Ho...TH mpaBa. § mepecék 3Ty TWHUIO EPBHIA pa3



TOT[IQ, OEeCSATh JIeT Ha3afl, ¥ HUKOT/a [T0-HACTOsIIIeMy He MCKajl 00paTHOM JoporH, - GoH Keccenb 3amMonyan u
cnabo OTKAIIISICS, KPOBh IIOKA3anack B yronkax ero ryd. OH riy6oKo B3gOXHY Hocie 60Ie3HEHHOTO Kalllis,
MOYTH 3aJOXHYBIIMCH OT TAKOTO KONMUYECTBA BO3AyXa B NMETkKuX. OH yXke MaBHO OTOPOCHUI BO3MOXKHOCTH
ucKytienus. Ho TONbKO Temeph OH IPUHSI 3TO.

Banmbkust TEHWBO CIIOXKWIJIA CBOM KPHIJIbS W IMIarHyNa o0paTHO. IIprceB, oHa HAKJIOHUIACH K HEMY, YTOORI
pacCiBIIaTh OKOHYATEIbHOE IPU3HAHNE HECYACTHOTO YeoBeKa. OH CMOTpeN Ha Heé CHU3Y BBEPX U 3afaBajcs
BOTIPOCOM, KaK OH MOT KOTMIa-Mu00 HaXxOMUTh OTTAJIKUBAOIIKMM 9TO co3nanue. OHa Obia mpekpacHa. KpacHbid
aHTeJI, TOCMaHHBIN, YTOOHR MOKATh €r0 U3MYUYEeHHYI0 OYINy U JapoBaTh €My OKOHYATEIhHOE 0CBOOOXKIEHUE U
Harpany, Kol OH Tak XKaxmaall.

- f xouy...

H36HTBI€ 1 U3JIOMAaHHEBIE O6p83131 KPYTHUIIUCE B €TI0 T'OJIOBE. HI/IHO JKEHEI, Ybsl KPAaCOTa OaBHO yBsiJla, CMEHUBIINCH
M3MY4YEeHHOHM YCTA/lOCThI0 OT HOIOIIET0 OJUHOYECTBA, KOEro OHIIO CTOJb MHOTO B XW3HU JKEHHI CONAATA.
ToBapHInK, KOTOPEX OH YOUI B IpOoCTH Oepcepka. Y CKBO3b HUX BCe IPOTNSALIBaN €€ MUK. JIUK CYIpyTH
TEéMHOTO 60Ta, CyIIeCTBOBaHWE KOTOPOI'0 OH BCEIfia OTPUIIAL.

Ho Temeps 0OH 3HAI, ¥ Teleph OTPUIIATH 3TO OBITIO yKEe HEBO3MOXKHO.
- 4 6yny CmyXuTb, - BHIIOXHYTT OH.
- 3auem?

OH He 0XKHOAIl 3TOTO BOIIPOCa, HO OTBET COpPBAJICA C €Tro I"y'6 IIpaKTH4Y€CKHU B TOT 2K€ MUTI', KOrga TOT OBIn 3aaH,
CJIOBHO OH IIPOCTO XK[OaJll IIlaHCa, YTOOHI 9TO CKa3aTh.

- /1 Xo4y nmponuBaTh KPOBb, - IpoIenTasn OH. - KpoBe...And...bora KpoBu, - ero rnasa BCTPETHUIIUACE C €€, U
HEYeCTHUBHIN 3KCTa3 3aCTABUII €TI0 TEJI0 B3OPOTHYTE B IIPUITIaiKe€ YHUCTOI'0 HACJIaXKIEHU.

- Ila, MO MUJIBIH, - COTJIACHUIACh OHA. - THl JOCTABUJI MHE YOOBOJbCTBUE, - OHA IIOCTaBUJIa KOMBITO Ha €TI0
IIOACHULY, IIJIOTHO IIPU2XKAB KalliTaHa K 3eMJI€ U YCIIOKauBasa €ero KOHBYJIbCHU. HOI[HHB KOHBé, OHa OITyCTHIJIa
€ro BHU3, MOYTH HeOpexKHO BOTKHYB B IIet0 conmaTta. C HEeCTECTBEHHON JETKOCTHIO MPOMs CKBO3b KOXKY U
KOCTH, JIe3BHE KOIbS B MI'HOBEHHNE OKa OTHEJIMJIO TOJ0BY OT Ineu. HackilleHHas aas KpPOBb XJIBIHYIA U3
pBaHoro o0py6Ka ¥ HacHTHUIIA 3eMITI0. TesIo emlé ABaXkKObl PE3KO [IEPHYIIOCH, @ 3aTEM 3aTHUXJIO.

Haxmonusinuce, Banbkus nopHsma ronoBy ¢oH Keccens 3a Bojockl. OHa IpeBpaTuiia €ro B y2Kacalollylo Belllb:
JIMIT0, 3aCTHIBIIIEE B 3KCTa3e, CMOTPEJIO IIPSIMO Ha He€. A 3aTeM Banbkus 1mollenoBaia ero B OKpOBaBIeHHEIE
TyOHL.

- He oguHu mpus 3a feHb, a [IBa, - IPOMYpJIEIKaiia OHa, HAallPaBUBIIKCH K MOJIOIOMY BapBapy, 4To6bu 3a0paTh U
€ro roJosy. [IBa yepella [Jisi TPOHA €€ T'OCIOAMHA U [Be 3alsiTHAHHBIE HABEKU OYIIHU, YbS HOBAs XKU3Hb B PONH
YeMIIMOHa JacT UM BO3MOXKHOCTh BHOBb IIPOIMBATh KPOBb BO MMs Ero. Beunocts. bor KpoBu nomy4dun To, 4To
XOTeJI OH, ¥ TaK XKejajau cMepTHHE. Beerpma 6vuiu mobefuTeny B 3T0M 6€CKOHEUHON UTpe.

Eé tpoden TpeboBanu CBOET0, ¥ OHA paclIpaBuja KPHUIbS W B3MbLIa B HeOeca, BOCIIAapUB HaM KIamOUIIeM ITOJIs
60s. ComHIle, YTO yKe CTOSIJIO B 3eHUTE, CBepPKajo B 6e30061auHoM Hebe, HEOABUKHOE U 6e3pa3IMyHOe KO
BCeMy, 4T0 mpou3somnuio. Jltogu, pa3zdpocaHHbe 10 MO0, OBIIX He OONBIINM, 4eM CTeONM KYKYpY3H,
cpyOneHHble Kocamu OuTBEL. Banbkust KoponeBa Yepenos nuiirs moxkaia 60raThE yPoxKal BOXHEL.
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